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often they were mere settlements of hovels, inhabited by the
idle or the lawless. The villager often objected to them and
tore down their fences. They are important chiefly because
their existence was one of the excuses put forward for the
enclosure of commons, and they were purposely used as a blind
behind which the eviction from legitimate cottages was effected
as well.

5. THE LABOURERS. These were either married men living
in cottages or farm servants living with the farmer. The wage
of the former was about is. a day, or is. 6rf. for skilled work,
though there was much piece-work, and in many parts they were
paid partly in kind.

The farm servants consisted ot a bailiff or foreman, plough-
man, cow-keeper, shepherd, carter, and dairymaids. They were
hired, usually by the year at the hiring fairs, and received
a wage and their board. In the south-west, parish children of
7 and 8 years old were often apprenticed to the farmers, and
usually treated very badly.

It will be seen from the above that there were many grades
of society in the villages of the early eighteenth nentuty, all
drawing a livelihood from the land. There was a tendency for
the smaller holders to disappear, especially the yeoman, who
would sell his freehold and, with the money so obtained, stock
a much larger tenant-farm and so make more money ; but it
was not till after the mid-century that a real agricultural prole-
tariat appeared, dependent for its subsistence on wage-labour
alone* Up to 1750 the thrifty farm servant could hope to save,
and after perhaps 10 years' service marry with enough money
to stock a small tenant farm. With thrift and good management
he might hope to rise considerably,

Agricultural Improvements and the Early Pioneers. England
in the early eighteenth century had a very different apj>earanre
from that which meets us now, as we ga/e out of our railway
carriages on a chequer board of green or golden fields divided
by those hedges that to the travelled eye are the glory of our
English country and one of the chief memories of the exile,